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Valuemix!

IN BRIEF

Concrete produced 
from volumetric mixers 
is no longer considered 
a niche, or indeed, a 
rare occurrence these 
days, with demand be-
ing heavily driven from 
the customer.

Whilst traditional drum 
mix operations are still 
favoured in the main 
for large pours, the 
growing pedigree of 
volumetrics has seen 
a massive increase in 
customers specifying 
volumetric concrete 
- not just for the con-

venience but the added 
benefits of being able 
to have what they need 
in exact proportions 
and to precise quality 
standards. 

So much so, that con-
crete produced using 
volumetric mixers now 
represents over 10% of 
all concrete produced 
in the UK and as high 
as 26% in some areas.

This demand has seen 
an increasing number 
of traditional ready mix 
businesses diversify 

3000 & Counting!
Mixer unit 3000 was suc-
cessfully delivered to 
Brett Concrete, which 
marks the first volumetric 
mixer for the Brett Group.

Peace of Mind!Hooks in You!
Get hooked on Armcon’s 
latest addition to the fleet 
the versatile MCD-6-150 
HL fully demountable 
concrete dispensing unit.

All new Armcon mixers 
now come with a 36 month 
warranty giving you extra 
peace of mind.

David Scanlan became 
one of the first volumet-
ric concrete suppliers in 
Britain when he bought 
a Daffin volumetric mix-
er from the USA in the 
late 1980’s and fitted it 
to a Mercedes truck.  

He soon found the de-
mand for volumetric 
concrete warranted 
buying a second mixer 
and he ran the two ma-
chines successfully for 
the next 10 years.

In 1997, it was time to 
replace his first unit and 
he became Armcon’s’ 
first mobile mixer cus-
tomer in January 1998 
when he took delivery 
of a brand new Cemen-
tech 6 metre mixer.

Scanlans continued 
to thrive and grow the 
concrete arm of their 
business.  In 2004 it 
was time to upgrade 
the fleet with more up to 
date 8-wheel machines 

with a larger carrying 
capacity to meet the 
growing demand.

Scanlans have since re-
placed those machines 
and currently run two 
brand new Armcon mix-
ers mounted to Scania 
chassis. 

The mixers boast the 
latest innovations from 
Armcon and have the 
ability to provide real 
time “back at office” 
information on vehi-
cle location, mixes 
poured and download-
able reporting, giving 
the shipper/despatcher 
valuable information to 
maximise the efficiency 
of the operation.

Armcon are proud to 
have supported Scan-
lans and to be chosen 
to help them keep on 
mixing successfully for 
another 25 years, and 
beyond.

20 Years of Volumetric 
Concrete!

Armcon’s commitment 
to the volumetric indus-
try is second to none. 
We have provided 
training for the last 20+ 
years. 

With safe operation of 
volumetric mixers be-
coming increasingly 
important and under 
constant scrutiny, can 
you afford not to have 
highly trained and certi-
fied operators? 

You have already in-
vested  heavily in the  
equipment, and your 
staff may have had 
some basic training,  
but are you really sure 
they are fit to operate? 

Now you need to make 

sure that your per-
sonnel are up to the 
job of operating it 
safely and efficient-
ly, with the Armcon 
Certified Operator 
Training Day.

All health and 
safety aspects are 
covered, from safe 
loading of the mix-
er, to taking it on the 
public highway and 
customers’ sites, so 
that your operator, your 
customers and mem-
bers of the public are 
not put at risk.

Making sure your staff 
fully understand the 
machine will ensure 
that you are using the 
right amount of mate-

Volumetric Operator Training

into volumetrics to cap-
italise on this trend and 
to retain market share 
of that smaller volume 
market. 

CEMEX have recently 
taken delivery of an 
Armcon mixer, mount-
ed to a Renault chas-
sis, under the brand of 
“Valuemix”.  

The unit is successfully 
producing concrete 
across the North West 
of England and has 
been through the CE-
MEX QSRMC scheme.

Jon Lafferty who is re-
sponsible for managing 
the volumetric opera-
tion states that the re-
sponse from customers 
has been “fantastic”.  

“They love the service 
and the convenience 
that the volumetric mix-
er provides”.  Jon said 
that “further units will 
be added to the fleet in 
the future”.

rials, getting the right 
mix, and delivering the 
best product with eve-
ry pour helping you to 
keep your costs down. 
Giving you  peace of 
mind, every time your 
machine leaves the 
yard.

Do not leave training 
to another member of 
your staff, leave it to us.

We are the experts and 
we do not teach bad 
habits or short cuts. We 
will cover safety as well 
as everything your op-
erator needs to know, 
including customer 
service and problem 
solving. The day is a 
mixture of hands-on 
exercises as well as 
theory in a classroom 

environment. It is the 
only certified training 
scheme for volumetrics. 
We limit the number of 
delegates to six to en-
sure that attendees get 
personal tuition from 
experts – our Techni-
cal Staff and Field En-
gineers – people who 
know the machines in-
side out.

A Certificate of Com-
petency which dem-
onstrates your com-
mitment to having safe 
and highly trained op-
erators is awarded.

Contact Armcon to 
book your place, the 
course is open to op-
erators of all volumetric 
concrete mixers. 

Over the last few years 
the ability to drive and 
pour concrete with a 
volumetric mixer has 
been an increasing re-
quirement, with uses 
ranging from central 
reservation motorway 

barriers to paving pro-
jects and utility works.

Armcon have devel-
oped a number of solu-
tions to suit every ap-
plication and chassis 
type, which enable the 
operator to pour con-

crete on the move.

Please contact Armcon 
if you wish to discuss 
any of your projects 
where you need to 
drive and pour or if you 
need any technical mix 
design support.

Mix and Drive

Protecting Your Asset

Imagine being able to see where your mixer is 
and what it is doing 24 hours a day……….

Imagine being able to recall historic jobs at the 
touch of a button……….

Well, you no longer need to imagine. Armcon are 
pleased to announce “Armwatch - Monitor My 
Mixer”, a revolutionary new system that allows 
complete monitoring of what your mixer is doing, 
any time of the day.

A unique and purpose-built touch screen com-
puter system incorporated in the new operator 
control station fitted to the mixer, offers greater 
control and functionality for your operators.

  • Easy to navigate full colour touch screen 

  • Unlimited mix design memory recall 

  • Failsafe gate settings 

  • Admix and water monitoring 

  • A5 large ticket printing 

Armwatch!
Monitor My Mixer

  • Standard ticket or British Standard ticket

  • USB memory download facility

All this makes life easier and, more importantly, 
eliminates errors and wrong mix settings being 
selected.

Added to all these features is the ability to see 
where your mixer is, and what it is doing, at any 
time of the day or night. The latest tracking sys-
tems and computer software give you a vast array 
of added features.

  • See what mix is being poured and when 

  • Eliminate all unauthorised mixing 

  • Recall historic job information 

  • Calculate materials left on board 

  • Full vehicle tracking & monitoring

The Armwatch system puts you in full control of 
your operation and gives you the confidence that 
the right mix is being produced every time.

Investing in your busi-
ness and purchasing 
any piece of equipment 
is a daunting and wor-
rying commitment.  

 • Will it perform and 
      earn its keep? 

 • Will I get the return 
      on investment? 

 • What about down 
        time for maintenance? 

Just some of the ques-
tions that need answer-
ing before you spend 
your money on capital 
equipment.

Armcon, having been 
at the heart of the volu-
metric industry for over 
two decades, are on 
hand to help, guide you 
every step of the way 
and answer all your 
questions.  

We’re so proud of the 
quality of our prod-
ucts that ALL new 
Armcon mixers come 
with a 3-year warranty 
as standard. Peace of 
mind guaranteed! 

Contact us to discuss 
your requirements. 

Peace of 
Mind for 
36 Months!

 
For further details on any of the products 
or applications covered in this Newsletter, 
please call our Sales Team on:

01625 856 685

When it comes to sup-
plying ready mixed 
concrete, Mick George 
Ltd. offers a first class 
service with maximum 
choice and flexibility to 

Global from Armcon

suit the individual pro-
ject needs of their var-
ied customer base.

From their fleet of four 
Armcon Global mix-
ers, they supply ready 

mixed concrete to trade 
and domestic custom-
ers within a working ra-
dius of their four depots 
across Cambridgeshire 
and Northamptonshire.
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Hooks in You!Supersize Silo

 
For further details on any of the products 
or applications covered in this Newsletter, 
please call our Sales Team on:

01625 856 685

No Job too Small!  
Or too Big!
Ve-Tech Concrete are 
no stranger to large 
scale concrete jobs, so 
when they were asked 
to pour the concrete for 
a dairy unit with under-
ground slurry storage 
at Tarbolton in Ayrshire, 
it posed no problem for 
them and their fleet of 
Armcon mixers.

The slurry tank floor 
was poured in one 14 
hour shift with a total of 
687m³ produced from 
four of Ve-Tech’s mixers 
along with two boom 
pumps. Ve-Tech’s other 
two mixers supplied 
100m³ to other custom-
ers on the same day.

The shuttered concrete 
tank walls were poured 
in four separate shifts 
with one boom pump. 
The total concrete in the 
tank walls was 575m³, 
making it a staggering 
1262 m³ for the com-
plete project.

As you would expect, 
this was no ordinary 
concrete job - RC45 
concrete was used with 
a maximum water/ce-
ment ratio of 0.50 and a 
minimum cement con-
tent of 350kg/m³.  This 
mix design necessitat-
ed the use of a super-
plasticiser to achieve 
the required workability 
at such a low water ce-
ment ratio.

In addition, fabric re-
inforcement was used 
and all the concrete was 
cured in accordance 
with BS8110 to avoid 
the creation of plastic 
shrinkage cracks.  Ex-
ternal slabs were air 
entrained to prevent 
frost damage during 
freeze-thaw cycles. The 
Armcon machines were 
able to easily produce 
this type of concrete 
complete with the addi-
tives.

Ve-Tech was estab-
lished in 2005. They run 
a fleet of six Armcon 
mixers mounted to vari-
ous chassis’ and regu-
larly tackle jobs of this 
size and scale.

At Armcon we receive 
numerous reports of 
massive pours and un-
usual jobs. 

So why not get in touch 
with us and let us know 
your stories of anything 
just that little bit out of 
the ordinary. 

Volumetric mixers are 
usually permanently 
mounted to a rigid 
chassis or trailer type 
arrangement. So, when 
Armcon were asked to 
make one that was re-
movable from the chas-
sis they were a little 
puzzled. 

After Armcon’s Techni-
cal Team understood 
that the customer need-
ed to utilise the same 
hook loader vehicle 
for multiple uses, (due 
to transport restric-
tions within a mining 
operation), the penny 
dropped and they got 
to work.

The first stage was to 
design the pallet that 
the mixer would be 
mounted on, to enable 
the hook lift mechanism 
to lift the unit onto the 

chassis.  The dimen-
sions and sizes pro-
vided by the hook lift 
manufacturer enabled 
Armcon’s Technical 
Team to produce de-
tailed 3D CAD drawings 
making sure everything 
would fit and operate, 
before any steel was 
even cut.

The hook lift unit had 
its own auxiliary engine 
and was complete with 
colour system and fibre 
additive feeder, togeth-
er with all the usual fea-
tures of Armcon mix-
ers.  Quick-fit hydraulic 
couplings ensured that 
connecting to the chas-
sis was quick and easy 
to enable a quick turna-
round. 

The unit is now in daily 
operation within a min-
ing environment, pro-

ducing various types 
of concrete.  When not 
in use, it simply stores 
away allowing the hook 

lift vehicle to be used 
for other applications.

Richard Calder, Arm-

con’s Technical Manag-
er, stated “This was an 
ambitious build for us.  
With so many features 

In response to cus-
tomer feedback, the al-
ready capable 48 tonne 
low level filling station 
from Armcon just got 
a whole lot bigger! A 
whopping 12 tonnes 
bigger! Best of all, the 
extra capacity comes 
at no extra cost, and no 
extra space required. 
Those clever techni-

cal people at Armcon 
aided by the latest 3D 
computer design soft-
ware and a whole lot of 
experience, set about 
the challenge of creat-
ing larger cement ca-
pacity, without taking 
up any more valuable 
yard space. The result 
is a feature packed 60 
tonne unit equipped 

with WAM safety sys-
tems and filters as well 
as an integral 5000 litre 
bladder tank for fast fill-
ing of water. If all that 
was not enough, there 
are even storage racks 
for admix drums mean-
ing that you can refill 
your mixer on a fast 
turnaround.

Any article published in 
future editions will earn 
the sender a bottle of 
champagne. 

Don’t forget to include 
your photographs and 
video footage.  Send to  
news@armcon.com

packed into one mixer 
it will provide a very 
versatile and capable 
piece of kit”.

Founded in 2006 by 
Matthew Haythorn & 
Dominic Charlson, 
Precision Poured 
Concrete has grown 
from one single 
volumetric truck to 
now, a fleet of ten 
trucks, to become one 
of the North West’s 
leading suppliers of 
quality concrete. Their 
extensive experience 
within the concrete 
industry means that 

2 x 2 Precision

they can provide a 
‘concrete solution’ for 
any type of building or 
construction work.

Matthew & Dominic 
are extremely proud of 
their achievements and 
even more so of the 
fact that in 2013, Preci-
sion Poured Concrete 
were awarded the BSI 
Accreditation for Qual-
ity Procedures and 
Practice. “As a BSI-reg-
istered company, our 

procedures and prac-
tices are proven to be of 
the highest standards, 
giving the customer the 
reassurance  that other 
concrete suppliers are 
unable to offer”

The latest two units 
from Armcon boast the 
latest technology and 
features that will be a 
welcome addition into 
the Precision Poured 
fleet.

3000 & Counting
New Armcon Volumetric Mixer Joins 1st Choice Concrete Fleet

Responding to an in-
creased demand for 
on-site mixing, Brett 
Concrete’s sister com-
pany 1st Choice Con-
crete has taken deliv-
ery of a new volumetric 
concrete mixer.This unit 
is especially significant 
as it is the 3000th MCD-
10MX - 150 model sup-
plied, and what better 
home than one of the 
largest independent 
ready mix suppliers in 
the South of England.

Peter Raycraft the Busi-
ness Manager for 1st 
Choice Concrete com-
mented, “This is a great 
addition to the service 
we can offer our cus-
tomers and marks a re-
ally exciting phase for 
1st Choice Concrete.”

Today, the UK volu-
metric trade sector ac-
counts for over 10% of 
all concrete currently 
delivered in the UK. 
The volumetric mar-
ket is also growing at 
some 2% year on year. 
(Source: MPA and Con-
crete magazine). 

The new volumetric 
mixer is the only fully 
QSRMC certified volu-
metric vehicle in the 
South of England, fol-
lowing the Brett tradi-
tion of delivering quality 
products and services.  

The brand new vehi-
cle has been modified 
with Armcon’s support 
to meet the company’s 
strict health and safety 
standards. Peter Ray-
craft explains, “When 

we took delivery of the 
volumetric truck we 
identified some areas 
where we felt we could 
improve safety, such as 
adding further guarding 
to ingress points along 
the body, the conveyor 
and the mixing bowl. A 
fall arrest wire was also 
fitted on the top of the 
vehicle”.

“Our first volumetric 
order was successfully 
delivered and as soon 
as the mixer was cali-
brated and in service, 
the demand for volu-
metric mixing started to 
grow.

New vehicles will be 
added to the fleet as 
this demand grows fur-
ther”.

Armcon have been 
leading members of the 
BSA since its inception 
some years ago. We 
have campaigned tire-
lessly and at great cost, 
to defend the volumet-
ric industry. 

A clear demonstration 
of this commitment 
was realised during the 
summer, when Armcon 
opened its doors to all 
manufacturers of volu-

Batched On Site 
Association

metric mixers and held 
the BSA Extraordinary 
Meeting in conjunction 
with our Meet the Ex-
perts day.

The day was structured 
around bringing BSA 
members up to date 
with the position of vol-
umetric mixers and the 
law surrounding con-
cessions that the indus-
try currently enjoy.

Volumetrics & The Law

John Dyne of Dyne So-
licitors, who manage 
the BSA, commented 
that this was the “best 
attended industry event 
that he had ever been 
to”.  As the debate con-
tinues, rest assured  
that Armcon will con-
tinue to support the 
industry and update 
everyone with the latest 
developments. Con-
tact Armcon with your 
questions. 

Fleximix, serving Cen-
tral Scotland from their 
base in West Lothian, 
were proud to answer 
the call to supply con-
crete to support the 
new goalpost bases 
at Scottish rugby’s na-

Volumetrics 
Score!

tional stadium, Murray-
field in Edinburgh. 

Volumetric concrete is 
proving popular with 
their customers and 
plans to expand the 
fleet are already under-
way.  


