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Stockport Provide Real Solutions

Advanced Training for Volumetric Operators

IN BRIEF

Solutions SK, a Stock-
port Council company, 
are the latest in a line 
of local authorities to 
increase their use of 
recycled aggregates 
in their repairs and 
maintenance works 
by using a mobile con-
crete batching system 
and filling station from 
Armcon.

The Armcon mixer unit 
is best described as a 
simple vending machine 
with all the mix designs 
preset, so there’s no 
room for error.  

With the simple pull 
of a lever the unit dis-
penses fresh concrete 
and screed in the exact 
quantity required and 
with an accuracy of ±1% 

It has separate hoppers 
for sand, stone and ce-
ment which are easily 
filled from stocks in the 
yard and it has an on-
board water tank.   The 
filling station provides a 
safe and reliable method 
of refilling the cement in 
the mixer, and incorpo-
rates a large capacity 
bladder tank which en-
ables a quick fill of the 
mixer’s on-board water 
system.

Sean Keary of Solu-
tions SK is delighted 
with the new addition 
to his fleet which will 
utilise the recycled aris-
ings from roadways and 
pavements, helping to 
reduce the council’s 
carbon footprint and 

achieve recycling tar-
gets. 

As an added benefit, 
Armcon’s equipment 
will save the council 
thousands of pounds 
against buying concrete 
from traditional ready 
mix companies (stand-
ard practice until recent-
ly).

Armcon have been 
working with local au-
thority organisations 
for a number of years 
and are able to provide 
robust training pro-
grammes to ensure that 
health and safety and 
good working practices 
are met. A range of fi-
nancial packages are 
also available including 
a rental option which al-

lows easy entry into this 
cost saving concept.

Site visits can be ar-
ranged by contacting 

More Savings!
Armcon mixers are de-
signed to ensure that you 
maximise the cost sav-
ings within your business.

More Support!More Safety!
The work platform en-
sures operator safety 
whilst inspecting aggre-
gate and cement bins.

Armcon provide a full 
training and support serv-
ice to ensure the success 
of your business. 

You need a licence and training to drive and operate 
just about every piece of machinery available, so why 
not volumetric concrete dispensers? 

The last few years have 
seen volumetric mix-
ers grow in number 
throughout the country 
and unfortunately so 
has the accident and 
equipment failure rate, 
in the main attributed 
to the competence and 
skill of the operator.  
Sure, all new custom-
ers are given some pre-
liminary training on the 
basics of operating the 
mixer, but what hap-
pens next?

Armcon have launched 
their Advanced Opera-
tor Training Programme 
to address this situa-
tion, preventing costly 
accidents and injury, 
as well as ensuring that 
the volumetric mixer op-
erates at maximum effi-
ciency and the operator 
delivers the very best 
service to the customer.

The Advanced Opera-
tor Training Course has 
been designed to cover 
all aspects of safety - 
whether it be loading, 
operating or position-
ing a volumetric mixer. 
This course covers the 
lot – and with nearly 30 
years in the industry, 
Armcon are certainly 
well placed to deliver 
the goods.

This one day course 
covers the likes of cus-
tomer service, how to 
operate the machine 
safely, what daily rou-
tines should be carried 
out, load management 
and trouble shooting.

And with advice on get-
ting the product right 
every time you pour, 
operator efficiency is 
bound to help with that 
all important subject of 
cost control!

Armcon have mixed 
classroom theory with 
demonstrations and 
practical  hands-on ex-
ercises to ensure that 
it’s not “just another 
training course” for the 
delegates. A “Certifi-
cate of Competentcy” 
is awarded on success-
ful completion of the 
day means that it’s not 
“just another expense” 
for the owner, but a real 
investment in the ma-
chine and its operator.

Places are strictly lim-
ited to ensure personal 
tuition, and courses are 
held regularly through-
out the year, and ca-
ter for all makes of 
volumetric mixers. 

Ring 01625 856 685 
for the next available 
date.

Armcon have the larg-
est drive-in workshop 
for volumetrics in the 
UK. Fully equipped 
and designed to car-
ry out any job from 
a small fuse to a full 
refurbishment, it of-
fers service seven 
days a week, and out 
of hours by appoint-
ment.

Armcon understand 
the importance of your 
uptime and also offer a 
delivery and collection 
service for your con-
venience.

The Armcon workshop 
is approved by many 
of the country’s lead-
ing insurers and can 

handle even the most 
complex of insurance 
work, and that includes 
repairs to all types of 
volumetric mixer as 
they hold parts for any 
make or model. 

Factory  
Refurbishment
An Armcon factory 
refurbishment is no 

Drive-In Workshop - Largest in the UK

A number of Arm-
con customers have 
gained accreditation 
from British Stand-
ards - allowing them 
to sell concrete to 
Kitemark and QS-
RMC specifications.

Armcon’s Technical 
Department have de-
veloped the computer 
system on their volu-
metric mixers to enable 
the necessary data to 
be recorded. Armcon 
also provide the essen-
tial third party Calibra-
tion Certification.

Armcon continue to 
provide support for vol-

umetric users who wish 
to have acknowledge-
ment of the quality of 
concrete they produce.

Quality Accreditation for 
Volumetrics

With the well publi-
cised buzzwords of 
the minute being cen-
tred around reduc-
ing costs and spend, 
many local authori-
ties have taken posi-
tive action to de-
crease the massive 
amounts spent each 
year on concretes 
and screeds needed 
to carry out the many 
vital repair and main-
tenance tasks across 
their respective ar-
eas.  Naturally, most 
look to their supplier 
base to lend a hand, 
but it’s not all about 
just buying competi-
tively and reducing 
spend. 

Armcon Ltd, Europe’s 
leading manufacturer 
of volumetric mixing 
systems are working 
alongside a number 
of local authorities 
to reduce their costs 
and expenditure by 
reducing the amount 
of material taken to 
landfill and a signifi-
cant carbon footprint 
reduction. In this is-
sue we look at how 
Armcon have been 
able to achieve this 
in partnership with 
their customers and 
to give an insight into 
some of the projects 
in which they have 
been involved.

Local Authority Cost Cutting 
Edition

Armcon are proud 
to launch their latest  
recycling innovation.

A small, compact unit 
that takes the residual 
waste left over from 
all aggregate wash-
ing plants (known as 
sludge or filter cake), 
and turns it into a us-
able and, more impor-
tantly valuable aggre-
gate. At present most 
of this waste is land 
filled or has very lim-
ited uses, now with the 
Armcon machine it can 
be turned into PROFIT!

Call us now on:

01625 856 685

New Profit 
Maker !

cosmetic make over. 
All mixers undergo a 
complete strip down, a 
full shot-blast, re-spray 
and all new wear com-
ponents are fitted, in-
cluding a full conveyor 
system. In addition the 
chassis undergoes 
full inspection and is 
brought up to MOT 
standard.

Armcon on 01625 856 
685. We will be happy to 
facilitate a visit to Stock-
port and to demonstrate 

best practice on how 
you could save and re-
cycle more.
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Barnsley Metropoli-
tan Borough Coun-
cil were among the 
first to have an Arm-
con volumetric static 
concrete dispenser 
in their recycling and 
waste transfer yard 
at Smithies Lane. 
They are now in their 
second year and we 
caught up with Gra-
ham Bateson, Barns-
ley’s Works Manager 
of 10 years to find 
out what the Armcon 
mixer has meant to 
his operation.

Q. How did you first 
hear about Armcon? 

A. I received a press re-
lease through the post 
advertising Armcon’s 
range of products 
which were suited to 
the recycling sector.

Q. What made you go 
ahead with the concept 

of an Armcon mixer?

A. I was sceptical at 
first. I didn’t believe 
that such a small ma-
chine could make high 
quality concrete. How-
ever, once we saw the 
Armcon unit in opera-
tion at an on-site dem-
onstration and talked to 
its operator, we realised 
how simple and easy it 
was to use. We  imme-
diately appreciated the 
benefits of installing 
this type of equipment.

Q. What are some of 
the key operational 
benefits of having the 
mixer?

A. We are able to pro-
vide our own concrete 
instantly to our teams. 
This has reduced jour-
ney and waiting times 
to and from the batch-
ing plant, where waiting 
time can be as much as 

one and a half hours. 
Ultimately, this means 
that the jobs are com-
pleted more quickly, 
and we can operate out 
of hours, without addi-
tional cost. 

Q. Are there any other 
cost savings?

A. We are now achiev-
ing more value from 
our material by turning 
it into concrete, rather 
than buying concrete 
in. This saves us mon-
ey and time, and it is 
significantly cheaper to 
produce our own con-
crete.

Q. What are the envi-
ronmental benefits?

A. Our carbon footprint 
has been reduced by 
not having to visit batch-
ing plants to collect con-
crete, and we are using 
recycled aggregates in 
our concrete.

Armcon Mixers chosen by Barnsley 
Metropolitan Borough Council

No Barriers to Success

Recognising the dan-
gers of working at 
height, Armcon have 
developed a work plat-
form to provide a safe, 
secure access point 
to the cement bin, on 
their volumetric con-
crete dispensers.

Featuring a self-clos-
ing gate, the platform 
allows the operator to 
fill the cement bin from 
a silo, bulk bags or 
25kg bags in complete 
safety. 

Additionally the plat-
form gives the opera-
tor a place to view the 
amount of aggregates 
remaining and also 
gives easy access to 
work lights and bea-
cons for servicing. The 
unit is designed for 
easy retro-fitting where 
necessary.

Crow’s Nest is the  
Height of Safety

Ever played with 
Lego when you were 
a child? 

Armcon environmen-
tal introduce their 
version of the fa-
mous child’s toy - the 
unique surefit Arm-
block mould system. 

The steel moulds are 
now being widely used 
to produce the 1.2 
tonne  concrete blocks 
using various types 
of  recycled materials, 
they are ideal for cre-
ating material storage 
bays, retaining walls 
and many other appli-
cations. 

NEW!  The Versatile 
Surefit ArmBlock

 
For further details on any of the products 
or applications covered in this Newsletter, 
please call our Sales Team on:

01625 856 685

Traffic Chaos! Contaminated Soil! - 
Solution? -  Armcon Mixer!
Thousands of com-
muters face an agonis-
ing journey every day, 
due to congestion and 
sheer volume of traffic 
trying to negotiate its 
way through the centre 
of Glasgow!  Thank-
fully, the long awaited 
five mile extension on 
the M74 motorway, just 
south of the city centre, 
is under way and will 
provide a much easier 
journey when it is com-
pleted in 2011.

One of the major chal-
lenges facing the con-
tractors was the con-
tamination present in 
soils excavated from 
redundant industrial 
sites along the route. 
Embracing the prin-
ciple of sustainable 
development, and at-
tempting to minimise 
traffic movement, as 

well as off site disposal 
costs, the contractors 
appointed Environ-
mental Reclamation 
Services Limited (ERS) 
to treat as much of the 
soil as possible to en-
sure that it was safe for 
retention and re-use on 
site.

ERS is a Scottish based 
company which spe-
cialises in designing 
and applying a range 
of innovative treatment 
techniques for soils 
and groundwater.  As 
part of their business 
ERS use a variety of 
reagents to stabilise, 
neutralise, reduce or 
oxidise contaminants.

Amongst the most prob-
lematic contaminants 
on the M74 project was 
hexavalent chromium, 
a carcinogenic mate-
rial, common in the 

area as legacy of the 
former White’s Chemi-
cal Works which closed 
down over 40 years 
ago.

The ERS’ team of sci-
entists and engineers 
designed a variety of 
treatment methods to 
treat the problem with 
varying batches re-
flecting the changes in 
the chemical industry 
over the factory’s 150 
year life.  Treatments, 
approved by SEPA, in-
cluded reducing the 
hexavalent chromium 
to a non-toxic form, and 
stabilising it to reduce 
leaching and prevent 
further pollution of the 
groundwater.

With the specifica-
tion of the treatment 
in place, ERS began 
looking for a way to 
blend the components 

together to treat the 
80,000 tonnes of con-
taminated soil that they 
were contracted to deal 
with - no mean feat!

A variety of methods 
were considered but 
it had to be relatively 
mobile, robust enough 
to deal with the con-
taminants, have a high 
throughput, and flexible 
enough to permit accu-
rate, batch by batch, 
variation of added rea-
gents.

ERS contacted Arm-
con Environmental, the 
specialist division of 
Armcon, and leading 
manufacturers of volu-
metric mixing equip-
ment, to help with the 
problem.  This proved 
an exciting challenge 
for Armcon Environ-
mental, who had much 
experience with similar 

stabilisation and treat-
ment projects and were 
able to offer a number 
of solutions to ERS.

The one chosen was 
to design and build a 
custom unit that could 
accurately proportion 
the reagents to the soil 
through a continuous 
mixing operation, and 
be capable of process-
ing up to 400 tonnes 
per day.

The plant is self mount-
ed on an articulated 
trailer unit for ease 
of transportation and 
placement, with a stand 
alone second powder 
feeder to add the pfa.  
Powered by a 100hp 
Deutz engine, the unit 
has two chambers for 
4.5 tonnes and 7 tonnes 
of the reagents  speci-
fied by ERS’ scientists, 
to treat the 20 tonnes of 

Over the next 15 
years, the steel bar-
rier that runs along 
virtually all our mo-
torway central res-
ervations will be re-
placed with a new 
concrete safety barri-
er. Known as the Step 
Barrier, this techno-
logically advanced 
restraint will signifi-
cantly reduce con-
gestion, save lives 
and be maintenance 
free for 50 years. It is 
safer than steel bar-
rier for both motor-
ists and maintenance 
teams. The latest 
‘surface mounted’ 
design considerably 
reduces installation 
costs.
Six weekends and 
3000 cubic metres of 

concrete! That’s what 
it took to replace the 
steel central barrier 
with a new concrete 
one on a section of 
the M5 motorway re-
cently.
The concrete re-
quired to complete 
this task was to be a 
C28/35 air entrained 
fibre mix with a spe-
cific slump required 
to enable the mix 
to be processed 
through the barrier 
slip forming unit. 
Consistency and ac-
curacy were going 
to be key to the suc-
cess of the project, 
and Accumix were 
chosen to provide 
the concrete for this 
prestigious contract.

Accumix Concrete 
are a Midlands based 
company and have 
been trading for over 
8 years. A fully ac-
credited BSI com-
pany, with a fleet of 
Armcon Volumetric 
mixers they were 
best placed to meet 
the demands of this 
project. Steve Phillips 
Managing Director of 
Accumix states that 
his fleet of Armcon 
volumetric mixers are 
particularly suitable 
for this type of work. 
With no batching 
plant to open out of 
hours, and fresh con-
crete on demand, the 
main contractor was 
delighted with the 
service and flexibility 
of Accumix, and more 

Q How have the work-
force responded?

A. The team have re-
sponded well to the 
concept. The machine 
is easy to operate and 
we use our existing 
staff, all of whom have 
been fully trained by 
Armcon, to produce 
the concrete from the 
mixer.

Q. What back up and 
support have you re-
ceived from Armcon?

A. Armcon have worked 
with us every step of 
the way. From the initial 
installation and training 
to ongoing advice and 
support the response 
has been excellent.

Graham Bateson dem-
onstrates a real passion 
for his recycling opera-
tion. He enthuses about 
the Armcon mixers 
and the benefits deliv-

ered, not only in terms 
of cost but in real op-
erational efficiencies. 
Armcon Environmental 
would like to thank Gra-
ham for allowing us to 
gain an insight into the 
innovative operation in 
Barnsley.

With the number of lo-
cal authorities taking 
an interest in the Arm-

soil in the main cham-
ber which is filled on 
a continuous basis, as 
material is processed.  
The machine is able to 
vary the addition rates 
of powders and water 
depending on the in-
dividual requirements 
specified by the scien-
tists, proving itself as a 
versatile and invaluable 
piece of kit.

Needless to say, with 
the stockpile of contam-
inated soil being added 
to on a daily basis from 
other parts of the site, 
ERS are delighted with 
the performance of the 
machine and the vol-
ume of material it can 
process.  One thing is 
certain, they will now 
be able to complete 
the contract on time 
for all those stressed 
commuters, all thanks 
to the ERS technology 
and the Armcon ma-
chine!  

importantly with the 
quality and consist-
ency of the concrete 
produced.

con mixer, Barnsley 
have joined Newcastle 
in leading the way in 
controlling costs and 
achieving recycling tar-
gets. 

For an informal chat 
with Armcon and to see 
how much you could 
save call us now on 
01625 856 685.

Chromium nodules before processing Armcon mixer processing contaminated soilChromium nodules after processing


